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St Erme with Trispen Community Primary School
School Lane, Trispen, Truro, Cornwall. TR4 9BJ
Tel. 01872 279539.  Email. secretary@st-erme.cornwall.sch.uk

Sensory Tools and Fidget Items – New School Policy
Dear Parents and Carers,
Over the past few months, we have noticed a significant increase in the number of children bringing fidget toys, squishies and other sensory items into school.
We recognise that sensory tools and fidget items can be helpful for some children. When used appropriately, they can support self-regulation, attention and focus, and help pupils manage sensory processing needs.
However, in a classroom environment, we have found that these items can just as easily become the focus of attention rather than a support for learning. In many cases, they are proving distracting both for the child using them and for others in the class.
We have also identified a number of additional concerns:
· Many squishy-style toys being brought into school are not suitable for a classroom environment. When they burst or are damaged, learning is disrupted while staff clean up the mess.
· Some items are visually or physically distracting, drawing attention away from teaching and learning activities.
· We have had instances of children buying, selling or trading items in school, which is not appropriate and has been addressed with those involved. 
In light of this, we have developed a new approach to ensure that classrooms remain purposeful, safe and focused learning environments for all pupils.

New Policy
· Children should not bring fidget toys, squishies or sensory items from home into school.
· School will provide appropriate, low-distraction sensory tools for children who need them.
· The use of any sensory tool in school will be: 
· Carefully considered
· Agreed by staff
· Monitored to ensure it supports learning rather than distracts from it
· Any unauthorised items brought into school will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day.

Our Aim
Our aim is to strike the right balance—supporting pupils who benefit from sensory tools, while ensuring that all children can learn in a calm, focused and safe environment.
It is also important to recognise that fidget and sensory tools are just one of many ways we support children’s needs. Staff use a wide range of strategies to support sensory regulation, social, emotional and mental health (SEMH), and focus, including movement breaks, classroom adaptations, clear routines, and targeted support where needed. These approaches are carefully chosen to best meet each child’s individual needs.
If you feel your child has a specific sensory need that may require additional support, please speak to your child’s class teacher so we can work together to identify the most appropriate strategies.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs N Drake
Headteacher
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