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St Erme with Trispen School aims to provide Religious Education in accordance with Cornwall’s Agreed Syllabus and in so doing will fulfill the legal requirements regarding RE as stipulated by the Education Reform Act.

Religious Education is concerned with distinctive ways in which human beings express their understanding and experience of life. It contributes to the development of pupils own beliefs and values and brings them to a knowledge and understanding of religion. We aim through Religious Education to assist pupils to reflect on those aspects of human experience which give rise to fundamental questions about life. Also, to develop a sensitivity to spiritual, religious interpretations of human experience and study Christianity and the principal religions represented in Britain. Our teaching of religion is central to our ongoing development work in community cohesion. We are proactive in fostering religious tolerance and do not accept discrimination on grounds of religion or belief. 

To ensure that the curriculum is balanced in terms of the religions studied each unit of work will incorporate an aspect of one other religion (other than Christianity). Over the two key stages pupils will have had a balanced aspect of each of the religions of Sikhism, Judaism and Hinduism.

 Visits from representatives from other faiths are encouraged into the school to enrich the learning experience. We have very close working links with faith leaders of the Methodist church, Church of England and Open Air Campaigners and regular visits are made to schoolboy these faith groups. 

We hold termly Faith Days through which the whole school (and parents) explore what it is like to be part of a different faith and culture. These days are organized as school family days, with pupils working in cross age groups to explore elements of faith creatively and interactively. A proportion of the 5% allocated teaching time for RE is taken over these Faith Days. 


Our aims in religious education are to: 

· Build on the pupils’ personal and spiritual religious experiences
· Appreciate that an individual’s spiritual/religious growth and development goes on throughout life and is nurtured in many different ways
· Recognise, welcome and value what pupils bring from their families, the religious communities to which they might belong, the local community and relevant experiences within and outside formal education
· Present opportunities for pupils to study Christianity and the principal religions represented in Britain
· Encourage the development of a variety of skills including those related to:
· Reflection
· Empathy
· Communication
· Enquiry
· Reasoning
· Social
· Evaluation
· Interpretation



· Encourage the exploration and development of positive attitudes and the promotion of personal qualities such as those relating to:
· Attitudes to self
· Attitudes to others
· Attitudes to the natural world
· Attitudes to learning
· Explore links between RE and National Curriculum subjects
· Encourage exploration of a wide range of RE related literature providing opportunities, including the use of the Literacy Hour, for pupils to develop and apply their language skills.
· Make positive contributions to the delivery of the National Curriculum cross-curricular Dimensions, Themes and Skills especially such important aspects of the school curriculum as multi-cultural education and equal opportunities 
· Present accurately in terms of knowledge and sensitivity the beliefs and values of all religions
· Enhance understanding of religions as living faiths by giving pupils opportunities to meet, whenever possible, members of the faith communities both in their own environment and within the school
· Provide opportunities to think about moral and ethical issues and to make and evaluate choices related to them
· Encourage dialogue based on respect for the beliefs and life stances of others
· Employ a variety of teaching and learning styles and ensure that Religious Education is accessible to all pupils through creating appropriate learning experiences designed to meet their particular physical, emotional and intellectual needs
· Ensure continuity and progressions of learning for pupils within and across key stages through a curriculum planned to reflect the needs of our own pupils 
· Provide opportunities, where appropriate, for children to develop and apply their information technology (IT) capability in their study of religious knowledge


RE is assessed through teacher assessment.  Standards across the school, for cohorts and for individuals are monitored and data is stored in the RE Coordinator File. 


At St Erme with Trispen Community Primary School we aim to create a friendly, caring and secure atmosphere for all our children.  We encourage the development of morals and spiritual values and the will to base life and behaviour on them; of goodwill and understanding towards other races, religions and cultures.
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