St Erme with Trispen Community Primary School
Charging and Remissions Policy 2025


1. Introduction
St Erme with Trispen Community Primary School is committed to providing a broad and enriching educational experience for all pupils. While most school-time activities are provided free of charge, we may request voluntary contributions or apply charges where appropriate, in accordance with the Education Act 1996 and Department for Education guidance.

No pupil will be excluded from an activity due to inability or unwillingness to pay. Where an activity cannot proceed without sufficient voluntary contributions, it may be cancelled.
2. Legal Framework
This policy complies with Sections 449–462 of the Education Act 1996 and the latest DfE guidance on charging for school activities.
3. Principles
No charge is made for education provided during school hours as part of the National Curriculum or statutory Religious Education.
Voluntary contributions may be requested for activities wholly or partly during school time that would otherwise be prohibited by cost.
Charges may be made for:
  - Optional activities outside school hours.
  - Individual music tuition requested by parents/carers.
  - Materials used in practical subjects where parents/carers have agreed to own the finished product.
No pupil will be excluded from an activity due to non-payment of a voluntary contribution.
Support may be available for families experiencing financial hardship, including those eligible for Free School Meals or Pupil Premium.
4. Voluntary Contributions
Contributions are entirely voluntary.
Parents/carers may be refunded if their child is unable to participate due to illness.
Contributions may cover costs such as travel, entry fees, or accompanying adult expenses.
If insufficient contributions are received, the activity may be cancelled.
5. Exceptions and Specific Charges
Swimming Lessons: Voluntary contributions will be requested.
Music Tuition: Charges apply only for individual or small group tuition requested by parents/carers and not part of the curriculum.
Damage to Property: Parents/carers or community groups may be asked to contribute towards the cost of replacing property damaged wilfully or negligently.
6. Use of School Facilities
Community use of school facilities is encouraged through a flexible charging approach.
Minimum charges apply for non-profit community activities.
Income may be raised from appropriate commercial use of facilities.
7. Remissions
Charges may be waived or reduced for families in financial difficulty.
Parents/carers should contact the Headteacher to discuss remission options confidentially.
8. Monitoring and Review
The Governing Board will review this policy annually in the Autumn Term.
Charges and remissions will be monitored in the Summer Term to ensure income aligns with expectations.
The Headteacher will propose any changes.
The School Business Manager will:
  - Maintain accurate records of charges and remissions.
  - Manage lettings of school premises.
  - Support financial administration.
9. Policy Review
Reviewed: November 2025
Next Review: Autumn Term 2026
